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A  radio  discussion 'Ids'" '-W*  .R»  Beattie ,  Bureau  of  Plant  industry,  delivered  in 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  period  of  the'National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  hroa.dca.st 

by  a  network  of  50- associate  NBC  radio  station^,  Thursday,.  January' 2,  1936. 

» 

-  -  -  I  iSr,  JJ  '■  ' 

Hello  Folks.  -I'ts  been  a  long  time  since  I  had  a  chai-'’with  you,  and,  nou 
as  the  holiday  sea.son  is  over  and  we  are  just  starting  on  •fee  new  year  I__ajii  sure  a. 
lot  of  you  are  aJrea.dy  making  plans  for  activities  in  yoiir  loi»«tea*ds''pnd -ge.rdens ' 
and  for  numerous  improvements  in  and  around  your  homes.  Toda.y'a  considera.ble  por¬ 
tion  of  the  country  is  blanketed  with  snow,  which  by  the  .wa.y  is  a.  good  condition 
for  tha.t  pant  of  the  country  where 'snov/  is  na-turally  to  be  expected.  The  snov;  is 
an  ideal  protection  for  a.ll- handy  plant  life,  that  is  provided  it  fa.lls  ra.ther  dry 
and  does  not  blow  and  pile  in  drifts  over  our  plants.  Later  the  melting  of  the 
snov/s  fill  our-  soils  with  -wa.ter  ready  for  a  good  growing  season  next  summer, 

Januany  is  seed  ca.ta.log  time-  and  very  soon  now  vie  v;ill  be  getting  through 
the  manls  the  seed  ca.talogs  of  the  vanious  seed  houses  that  ane  rea.dy  to  supply?’ 
our  wants  for  seeds,  plants,  fertilizers,  tools,  and  in  fact  everything  that  xig 
may  need  for  use  in  our  orchards  and  gardens.  It  is  a.  little  too  early  to  predict 
just  what  will  be  offered  in  the  line  of  new  vanieties,  but  I'll  wag:er  a.  guess 
that  the  crop  of  novelties  and  nev/  things  will  be  as  lange ,  if  not  a  little  larger, 
than  usual.  My  only  suggestion  is  tha.t  you  trj^  these  novelties  out  on  a.  smadl 
scale  a-t  first  and  depend  mostly  upon  the  old  true  and  tried  sorts  until  the  newer 
things  prove  to  be  better  than  what  you  have  been  growing.  Don't  turn  down  the 
new  things  but  give  them  a.  small  trial.  I  sa.y  this  becau.se  many  of  the  newer 
things  ha.ve  not  been  fully  tested  as  to  their  ada.pta.tion  for  growing  under  a.  v/ide 
range  of  soil  and  climatic  vania.tions, 

I  am  receiving  numerous  letters  a.sking  about  the  new  Glovel  toma.to  and 
w'here  seed  can  be  secured.  Now  the  Glovel-  tomato  was  origina.ted  jointly  by  the 
workers  in  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Florida  Experiment 
Station,  and  has  been  selected  primarily  for  Florida  conditions.  We  kno?7  that  it 
is  a  good  tomato  to  grow  in  Florida,  and  the  region  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  but, 
we  do  not  know  what  it  will  do  in  the  northern  tomato  growing  sections.  Arrange¬ 
ments  are  being  made  to  place  seed  in  the  hands  of  experiment  station  workers  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  for  trial  and  in  the  course  of  the  coming  season 
w'e  v/ill  learn  more  about  this  nev/  tomato.  The  Rutgers ,  another  ne\7  tomato, 
origina,ted  in  New  Jersey,  is  attracting  attention.  I  believe  a  small  amount  of 
the  seed  of  this  new  variety  will  be  on  sale  this  season,  but  I  shall  try  it  on  a 
small  scale  to  see  if  it  is  any  improvement  over  Marglobe  and  Pritcha.rd  and  some 
mere  of  the  older  va,rieties  under  my  conditions. 

Natura,lly  you  folks  who  are  on  fruit  and  truck  farms  are  asking  the  ques¬ 
tion,  "Wh8.t  are  the  prospects  for  the  season  of  1936.'^  I  v/ish  I  could  tell  you, 
but,  you  knov/  the  only  v/a.y  we  can  judge  the  future  is  by  the  past.  The  outlook 
report,  issued  a.  little  over  a.  month  ago,  shows  that  there  has  been  a  steady 
increase  in  the  production  of  vegeta.bles  during  the  pa.st  10  yea.rs.  True  there 
was  a  10  percent  reduction  in  1935  but  this  v/as  followed  by  a.  6  percent  increa.se 
in  1934  a.nd  a  4  percent  increa.se  in  1935.  The  production  of  the  1?  important 
truck  crops  increased  a.bout  3  percent  in  1935  over  tha.t  of  the  yea.r  1934,  while 
the  acreage  increa.sed  a.bout  4  percent. 
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I  uant  to  call  your  attention  to  one ■;p dint,  .and  tha.t  is,  the  increased  pro¬ 
duction  of  the-  important  vegetahle  crops  has'leen  due  to  increased  acreage  and 
that  yields  per  acre  have  declined,  in  fa.ct  during  the  ten- year  period  ending  in 
1931  there  uas  a  decline  of  16  percent  in  yields  per  acre.  Since  1931  the  rate 
of  decline,  according  to  the  O^itlook  Report,  has  "been  much  slower  and  there  is 
evidence  tha.t  the  ra.pid  dov/nwa.rd  trend  has  "been  checked,  Increa.sed  acrea.ge  of 
truck  crops  a.nd  lower  yields  will  never  get  us  an^avhere  and  the  sooner  tha.t 
trend  is  corrected  the  better. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  burden  you  with  figures  but  these  are  things  that 

are  worth  thinking  a.bout,  for  it  is  a.  well-knovm  fact  that  low  yields  and  low  pro¬ 

fits  go  hand  in  haud  a.nd  that  within  certahn  limita.t ions,  the  greatest  margin 
between  cost  of  production  and  returno  is  where  the  acre  j^’iclds  are  reasonaJbly 
high.  Occa.sionally  v/e  hear  pf  a.  crop, of  lettuce  or  toma.toes  or  cabbage,  or  any 
of  the  17  important  market  vegetables,  that  give  an  enormous  yield  and  brought 

so  and  so  on  the  m.arket,  but  very  little  is  sa.id  about  the  high  cost  of  grov/ing 

the  crop  and  tha.t  is  \;ha.t  reallj’’  counts  after  all. 

Many  of  you  southern  gardeners  v/ill  be  planting  your  spring  crops  during 
the  latter  part  of  this  month  and  my  .advice  to  you  would  be  to  do  just  a  little 
better  job  of  planting  than  usual,  prepane  the  ground  very  thoroughly,  fertilize 
liberally  but  within  the  bounds  of  economy,  get  good  seed,  v/a.tch  for  the  most 
favorable  time  for  planting  and  give  the  crop  good  care  throughout.  By  doing 
this  you  may  be  a.ble  to  increase  the  spread  between  cost  of  production  and  returns, 

Within  a  short  time  our  northern  gardeners  will  bo  sta.rting  plants  indoors 
and  getting  everything  ready  for  the  coming  season.  Some  of  you  may  be  interested 
in  obtaining  a  copy  of  our  bulletin  on  hotbeds  and  coldframes,  or  our  little  mimeo¬ 
graph  on  sash  greenhouses,  and  if  so  let  me  know.  The  hotbed  bulletin  is  Farmers' 
Bulletin  No.  1743,  but  please  write  your  name,  and  address  plainly.  We  receive  a 
great  many  letters  and  post  cards  on. which  either  the  name  or  address  is  indistinct 
and  it  always  melees  me  feel  disappointed  to  write  someone  a  letter  and  have  it 
returned  for  better  address. 

For  the  northern  grower,  earliness  if  of  prime  importance  with  many  of  the 
crops,  and  that  is  v/here  a.  small  plant-house  or  a  good  set  of  hotbeds  and  cold- 
frajnes  is  of  great  help  in  getting  plants  started  early,  especia.lly  the  plants  of 
such  crops  as  toma.toes,  peppers  and  eggplant. 

I  ajn  frequently  asked  by  ea.stern  growers  how  they  can  grow  good  hea.d 
lettuce  in  the  early  pant  of  the  season.  My  a^nswer  is  -  stant  the  plants  in  a 
greenhouse,  have  them  good,  large  husky  fellows  when  the  weather  is  wa.rm  enough  to 
plant  them  outdoors  -  and,  mature  the  hea.ds  of  lettuce  before  hot  wea.ther  strikes 
them. 

I  have  been  able  to  grov/  just  a.s  fine  lettuce  of  the  Iceberg  type  in  my 
ganden  a.s  I  have  ever  seen  coming  from  the  Imperia.l  Valley  of  California,  but  I 
have  the  plants  started  early  and  the  crop  rea.dy  for  use  before  the  hot  v/ea.ther 
sets  in. 

Speaking  of  increasing  the  sprea.d  or  mangin  between  cost  of  production  and 
the  prices  received  for  fruits  and  vegeta.bles,  I  want  to  just  remank  tha.t  one  of 
the  best  ways  of  accomplishing  this  is  through  proper  grading  and  raa.rketing.  I 
have  seen  so  many  cases  where  a  nice  profit  has  slipped  away  from  a  grov/er  simply 


o 


■because  he  didn’t  properly  grade  and  pa.ck  his  products.  I  am  not  going  into  a 
discussion  of  grading  and  packing,  "but  I  would  like  you  to  ha.ve  this  in  mind  all 
the  time  that  you  a.re  growing  your  crops.  Sometimes  a  handful  of  culls  mixed 
with  the  first-gra.de  products  will  cause  the  whole  pa.ckage  to  sell  at  cull  prices. 

Just  a.  word  on  this  second  da.y  of  the  New  Year  a'bout  improvement  of  home 
surroundings  during  1936,  Don't  you  think  that  it  will  pay  you,  if  you  have  not 
a.lready  done  so,  to  makie  a.  little  sketch  or  plan  of  the  grounds  around  your  home 
then  proceed  to  make  the  most  necessa.ry  and  desira'ble  improvements  during  the 
spring  and  summer? 

If  you  do  not  ha.ve  shruh'bery  growing  a.round  your  house  foundation,  if  you 
do  not  have  a  flov;er  ga.rden,  and  a  good  home  vegetable  ga.rden,  why  not  maice  1936 
a  ‘banner  year  in  the  general  improvement,  not  only  of  your  home  surroundings,  'but 
in  the  way  of  producing  the  things  that  add  the  comfort  and  ha.ppiness  of  your 
living? 


I  am  going  to  confess  tha.t  my  1935  garden  was  pretty  much  of  a.  failure  due 
to  my  ov7n  neglect  to  give  it  the  proper  attention,  "but  I  have  made  one  resolution, 
that  is,  I  am  going  to  do  just  a  little  "better  with  ray  ga.rden  in  1936,  If  I  can 
"be  of  any  assistance  to  you  in  solving  your  pro'bleras  please  call  upon  me  and  for 
the  present,  I  am  wishing  you  each  a.nd  a.ll  a.  very  prosperous  and  ha.ppy  New  Yea.r. 
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